PARAGRAH DEVELOPMENT: TELLING & SHOWING

Sample paragraph #1

	Living in an era of all around materialistic advancements has heavily influenced different aspects of people’s lives, and has been especially detrimental to how people perceive love and marriage. One notable advancement is the billion-dollar wedding industry. Some believe that the price tag of the big day reflects the quality of a relationship going into marriage. Identifying the authenticity of the relationship becomes less of a priority because of the long list of tasks: from the type of flowers for the centerpieces to deciding between chicken or steak for the main course. People become so wrapped up in the subjective details of the wedding, that the celebration of a marriage becomes somewhat of a Hollywood production. Strangely enough, a study conducted by two economic professors at Emory University found that couples who spend more than $20,000 on their wedding are 1.6 times more likely to divorce. A well-known example of this statistic is famous reality TV star, Kim Kardashian and her publicly aired, $10 million dollar wedding to Kris Humphries. The marriage lasted a total of 72 days as Kardashian reported to Glamour magazine that she “rushed into it” and seemed to have gotten “caught up in the hoopla and filming of the TV show” (Powell). A wedding that seemed to be something out of fairy-tale novel, marking the beginning of an everlasting marriage, ended in divorce. In this case, money ensured luxury, not commitment. The decision to marry should not be based on temporary or superficial emotions because it will lead to temporary marriage. If one is unable to take short-term emotional influences out of a decision like marriage, then the relationship itself might only consist of infatuation - an emotion commonly mistaken for love. A relationship that is matured and ready for marriage should remain stable without luxuries and cliché, cheesy romance because it has the supporting qualities of loyalty, respect, humility and admiration.



1. Does the evidence support the assertion made in the topic sentence? 



2. How does the evidence SHOW and not TELL? Highlight or underline any language that accomplishes a “SHOW.”



3. How does the writer transition from one piece of evidence to another? With one word or a whole sentence? What does she write?



Sample paragraph #2 

Unrealistic views of romance can also lead to divorce. People have high expectations about their marriages because they are obsessed with expensive celebrity wedding and hope for romance that happens in Disney movies which leads to unsuccessful marriages. When people live with high hopes about their marriages they end up having problems with their own lives. Every one wants a beautiful and romantic wedding like in fairytales, but no one thinks about his or her future after marriage. A lot of young couples are trapped in the romantic and exotic fame of marriage and live within it but they don’t bother to think about the reality being in the marriage. Nowadays couples get married in their young age and end up with divorces after a few years. According to the article “Teenage Marriage Future Poverty,” couples get married in their teens and live in the romantic marriage fantasy without working for anything. They assume that love will be enough for everything, and when they start to have small conflicts with their partner they end up getting divorced because they are not mature enough to handle the situation. In our modern world it is very common to see young people getting married; however, it is rare to see successful married lives. Young couples don’t think about their priorities and don’t know if they have the same goals. If people set their marriage expectations on realistic views of romance they would have successful married lives. 




1. Does the writer of this paragraph successfully convince (you) the reader, that “Unrealistic views of romance can also lead to divorce”?
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2. Mark the parts of the paragraph where the writer could SHOW more than TELL. 





3. Choose one specific location where the writer could SHOW more. Add some details and/or examples that would make the information more interesting. 





4. What other suggestions do you have to improve this paragraph?
